


To speed time to publication and reduce 
alteration charges, please consider 
the following before submitting your 
final figure files.



 Most importantly: create your figure at the 
size you wish for it to appear in publication –
this will avoid the need to reduce it during 
article composition.

 Use Vector data whenever possible – see the 
next three pages for more information.



Vector text – can be enlarged to any 
size - will maintain sharpness/quality.

Resolution Independent

Raster text – cannot be enlarged to any 
size – will lose sharpness/quality.

Resolution Dependent

Vector artwork is preferred for text, shapes, lines, etc. 
Photographic images have to be raster.





 Create and maintain vector artwork and text 
whenever possible – this type of artwork will 
be the best quality. Note:
 Vector = Object/Shape Oriented Artwork
 Raster = Artwork made from Pixels

 Formats which support vector data: 
PDF, eps, ai (Adobe Illustrator), MS Office

 Formats which do not support vector data: 
tif, jpg, png



Use Vector for Forest Plots:





                                                        Mean Difference                                                 Mean Difference
Study or Subgroup Weight    IV, Random, 95% Cl                                          IV, Random, 95% Cl
Ma 2013 (27)                    85.1 %     -0.46  [-0.56,  -0.36]
Stevens  1985  (22)          14.9%      -0.48  [-0.72,  -0.24]

Total (95% Cl)                100.0%      -0.46 [-0.56,  -0.37]
Heterogeneity: Tau2 = 0.00; Chi 2 = 0.02, df = 1 (P= 0.88); l 2 = 0%
Test for overall e ffect: Z= 9.65 ( P < 0.00001) -0.50 -0.25 0   0.25  0.50
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 X and Y axes should be clearly labeled

 Panels should be labeled A, B, C, etc. in the upper 
left corner. Do not use periods or parentheses

 SI Units should be provided if appropriate

 Ranges must be presented with no gaps or 
overlaps:

 BMI <25, BMI >25   BMI <25, BMI 25
 Age: 65 y, 65 y  Age: 65 y, >65 y 



 For figures or tables that are adapted or reproduced 
from a published source, include the following 
statement at the end of the figure legend: 

[Adapted with permission from (ref. #)] 
or
[Reproduced with permission from (ref #)]

Obtain written permission from the copyright bearer 
and send a copy to the ASN office.



 Assemble any multi-panel figures into 1 image; 
rather than sending 4 files or a PDF with multiple 
pages (Fig1A, Fig1B, Fig1C, Fig1D), the 4 parts should 
be assembled into 1 piece and supplied as a single 
image on a single page.
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